CHAPTER III

THE COMMUNITY

THE   VILLAGE

The capitals of the princes' districts, the seats of the regencies,
are commercialized half-European, half-Chinese towns like Den
Pasar and Buleleng; but the true life of Bali is concentrated in
thousands of villages and hamlets. With their thatched roofs
they lie buried under awnings of tropical vegetation, the groves
and gardens that provide for the needs of the villagers. Out of
the chartreuse sea of ricefields they surge like dark green islands
of tall palms, breadfruit, mango, papaya, and banana trees.

Underneath the cool darkness, pierced only by the shafts of
sunlight that sift through the mesh of leaves, are the houses hid-
den from view by interminable mud walls that are broken at regu-
lar intervals by long narrow gates. All the gates are alik?: two
mud pillars supporting a small roof of thick thatch, giving access